Cytomegalovirus retinitis in a patient with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma: a diagnostic dilemma.
Patients with lymphoma can rarely develop cytomegalovirus (CMV) retinitis. Clinically it is difficult to distinguish from intraocular lymphoma. Also, in such cases the CD4+ count may be high. The authors report a rare case of bilateral CMV retinitis in a patient with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma with high CD4+ counts. Observational case report with review of literature. CMV retinitis was clinically suspected due to the presence of large areas of retinal necrosis and hemorrhages in one eye and a demarcation line with white mottled retina in the other eye. Other differential diagnoses considered were intraocular lymphomatous infiltration and acute retinal necrosis due to herpes group of viruses. The diagnosis of CMV retinitis was confirmed by polymerase chain reaction performed on vitreous sample. CMV retinitis can develop in cases of lymphoma despite high CD4+ counts. An early diagnosis can be established by performing PCR on vitreous biopsy.